
A TRAINING BY THE RENVILLE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATED NOVEMBER 2015

Renville County Tobacco Retailers

Youth Tobacco Laws



Training Goals

Á Facts about Youth Tobacco Use

Á Proper Identification

Á Federal , State and Local Laws

Á Guide for Clerks 

Á Compliance Checks

Á Penalties and Fines for Illegal Sales

Á Role Playing

Á Strategies for Owners and 

Managers



¤ Nearly 9 out of 10 cigarette smokers first tried smoking by age 18

¤ Tobacco use remains the leading cause of death in Renville County 

as a contributor to cancer, heart disease, stroke and lung disease.

¤ If we can keep kids tobacco free until age 18, most will never start 

Facts about Youth Tobacco Use



Everyday , nearly 4,000 kids under 18 try their first cigarette and 1,000 kids under 18

become daily smokers. Many of these kids will become addicted before they are 

old enough to understand the risks and may ultimately die young due to tobacco -

related diseases.

Facts about Youth Tobacco Use



Children and teens are easy targets for the 

tobacco industry

ü Tobacco companies spend 135 million dollars every year in Minnesota on tobacco 

advertising.

ü Todays newer markets include e -cigarettes and candy flavored juices targeted at youth.

ü Because of the power of nicotine, about three out of four teens smokers will end up smoking 

into adulthood, even if they intended to quit in a few years.

ü Almost one -third of all kids who become regular smokers will eventually die from smoking.



¤ Over ½ of Minnesota students have tried flavored cigars

¤ Teens who tried flavored tobacco products are nearly 3 times more likely 

to smoke than those who hadnõt.

¤ Many young people believe flavored tobacco products are less 

dangerous and addictive than non -flavored tobacco.

Facts about Youth Tobacco Use



51,000 Minnesota adults die each year from 
Smoking

Tobacco Facts



How Teens Manage to Buy Cigarettes

üTeens buy cigarettes from a clerk they know

üBuy in their neighborhood stores

üLie about their age

üBuy non -tobacco items at the same time

üSay the cigarettes are for an adult

üUse a fake ID



YOUTH AND ELECTRONIC CIGARETTE 

FACTS



Data from the 2011 -2014 National 

Youth Tobacco Surveys found that 

current e -cigarette use among middle 

& high school students tripled from 2013 

to 2014. 



Current e -cigarette use (use on at least 1 

day in the past 30 days) among high school 

students increased from 4.5 percent in 2013 

to 13.4 percent in 2014, rising from 

approximately 660,000 to 2 million students. 





PROPER IDENTIFICATION

Federal law requires you to check an ID on anyone who

appears to be under the age of 27

before selling them any tobacco products



Proof of age for purchasing tobacco products may be established only by 

one of the following:

1. A valid drivers license or identification card issued by Minnesota, 

another state, or a province of Canada and including the photograph 

and date of birth of the licensed person

2. A valid military identification card issued by the United States 

Department of Defense

3. A valid passport issued by the United States or 

4. In the case of foreign national, by a valid passport

5. Tribal ID

Proper Identification



¤ Check that the photo matches appearance of the customer. 

¤ A red border around the Minnesota license indicates "Under 21ó

¤ For individuals under 18 years, the date they turn 18 will appear   

beside their birthdate.

Check the ID



Military IDõs
A valid military identification card issued by the 

United States Department of Defense



Passport Book + Passport Card
A valid passport issued by the United States



TRIBAL IDõS

You should accept Tribal IDõS for tobacco purchases but you will have to 

check the date of birth to figure out if the customer is at least 18 years old.



Minnesota DL and ID 

Adult and Minor

Can you see the difference 

between the Adult license on the 

left and the under 21 license on the 

right? There is only one birthdate on 

the license if the person is over 21.

If the person is under 18 years old 

the license will have their date of 

birth and the date when the person 

will turn 18 years old. 


